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Language Acquisition

Module Unit Title Statement of Enquiry

1 Unit 1 - 
Identities & 

relationships

Communicating key messages about 
personal identities is important as a global 
citizen.

2

3 Unit 2 - 
Local and 

international 
places

Discovering differences and similarities 
between places helps connect 
communities and provide cultural 
contexts.

4

5 Unit 3 -
In and out of 

school

Exploring ways of life in different 
environments helps us understand the 
cultural context and conventions.6

Year 7 Curriculum

Related concepts promote deep learning. They are grounded in 
specific disciplines and are useful for exploring key concepts in 
greater detail. Inquiry into related concepts helps students develop 
more complex and sophisticated conceptual understanding. There 
are 12 related concepts for phases 1-2 of language acquisition..

Related Concepts

Teaching and learning in the MYP involves understanding concepts in 
context. Global contexts provide a common language for powerful 
contextual learning, identifying specific settings, events or circumstances 
that provide more concrete perspectives for teaching and learning. When 
teachers select a global context for learning, they are answering the 
following questions. 

• Why are we engaged in this inquiry? 
• Why are these concepts important? 
• Why is it important for me to understand? 
• Why do people care about this topic?

MYP Language Acquisition can develop meaningful 
explorations of:

 • identities and relationships • orientation in space and time • personal 
and cultural expression • scientific and technical innovation • globalization 
and sustainability • fairness and development

Key concepts promote the development of a broad curriculum.   They represent 
big ideas that are both relevant within and across disciplines and subjects. For 
language acquisition these are Communication, Connections, Creativity and 
culture

 

Key Concepts

Global Concepts

German
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Assessment Criteria

level

Level Descriptor for Phase 1

Criterion A: Comprehending spoken and visual text Criterion B Comprehending written and visual text Criterion C: Communicating in response to spoken and/or written 

and/or visual text

Criterion D: Using language in spoken and/or written form

0 The student does not reach a standard described by any of the descriptors below 
The student does not reach a standard described by any of the descriptors below. The student does not reach a standard described by any of the descriptors below. The student does not reach a standard described by any of the descriptors below.

1–2 The student: 
i.can identify minimal basic facts, messages and main ideas 

ii.have limited awareness of basic conventions 
iii.can engage minimally with speaking and written texts by identifying  a few 

ideas, opinions and attitudes; has difficulty making a personal response to the 
text.

iv.The student shows limited understanding of the content, context and concepts 
of the text as a whole.

The student:
i.identifies minimal basic facts, messages, main ideas and supporting details

ii.has limited awareness of basic aspects of format and style, and author’s purpose 
for writing

iii.engages minimally with the written and visual text by identifying few ideas, 
opinions and attitudes; has difficulty making a personal response to the text.

iv.The student shows limited understanding of the content, context and concepts of 
the text as a whole.

The student:
i.makes limited attempt to respond to simple short phrases and basic information 
in spoken and/or written and/or visual text; responses are often inappropriate

ii.interacts minimally in simple and rehearsed exchanges, using verbal and 
non-verbal language

iii.uses minimal basic phrases to communicate ideas, feelings and information on a 
limited range of aspects of everyday topics

iv.communicates with a limited sense of audience.

The student:
i.has difficulty to write/speak using a basic range of vocabulary, grammatical 
structures and conventions; when speaking, uses pronunciation and intonation 
with many errors, making understanding difficult

ii.organizes limited basic information, and basic cohesive devices are not used
iii.makes minimal use of language to suit the context.

3-4 The student:
i. can identify some basic facts, messages, main ideas and supporting 

details
ii. have some awareness of basic conventions

iii. can engage adequately with the language, identifying some ideas, 
opinions and attitudes and by making some personal responses. 
I can show some understanding of the content, context and concepts of 
the text as.

The student:
i. identifies some basic facts, messages, main ideas and supporting details

ii. has some awareness of  basic aspects of format and style, and author’s 
purpose for writing

iii. engages adequately with the written and visual text by identifying 
some ideas, opinions and attitudes and by making some personal 
response to the text.

The student shows some understanding of the content, context and concepts of the 
text as a whole.

The student:
i. responds to simple short phrases and basic information in spoken 

and/or written and/or visual text, though some responses may be 
inappropriate

ii. interacts to some degree in simple and rehearsed exchanges, using 
verbal and non-verbal language

iii. uses some basic phrases to communicate ideas, feelings and 
information on a limited range of aspects of everyday topics

iv. communicates with some sense of audience.

The student:
i. writes/speaks using a basic range of vocabulary, grammatical structures 

and conventions, with some inappropriate choices; when speaking, uses 
pronunciation and intonation with some errors, some of which make 
understanding difficult

ii. organizes some basic information and uses a limited range of basic 
cohesive devices, not always appropriately

iii. uses language to suit the context to some degree.

5-6 The student:
i. identifies most basic facts, messages, main ideas and supporting details

ii. has considerable awareness of basic conventions iii. engages 
considerably with the spoken and visual text by identifying most ideas, 
opinions and attitudes and by making a personal response to the text.

The student shows considerable understanding of the content, context and 
concepts of the text as a whole.

The student:
i. identifies most basic facts, messages, main ideas and supporting 

details
ii. has considerable awareness of basic aspects of format and style, and 

author’s purpose for writing
iii. engages considerably with the written and visual text by identifying 

most ideas, opinions and attitudes and by making a personal response 
to the text.

The student shows considerable understanding of the content, context and 
concepts of the text as a whole.

The student:
i. responds appropriately to simple short phrases and basic information in 

spoken and/or written and/or visual text
ii. interacts considerably in simple and rehearsed exchanges, using verbal 

and non-verbal language
iii. uses basic phrases to communicate ideas, feelings and information on 

some aspects of everyday topics
iv. communicates with a considerable sense of audience.

The student:
i. writes/speaks making good use of a basic range of vocabulary, 

grammatical structures and conventions, generally accurately; when 
speaking, uses pronunciation and intonation with some errors, though 
these do not interfere with comprehensibility

ii. organizes basic information and uses a limited range of basic cohesive 
devices accurately

iii. usually uses language to suit the context.

7-8 The student:
i. clearly identifies basic facts, messages, main ideas and supporting 

details
ii. has excellent awareness of basic conventions iii. engages thoroughly 

with the spoken and visual text by identifying ideas, opinions and 
attitudes and by making a personal response to the text.

The student shows thorough understanding of the content, context and concepts of 
the text as a whole.

The student:
i. clearly identifies basic facts, messages, main ideas and supporting 

details
ii. has excellent awareness of basic aspects of format and style, and 

author’s purpose for writing
iii. engages thoroughly with the written and visual text by identifying 

ideas, opinions and attitudes and by making a personal response to 
the text.

The student shows thorough understanding of the content, context and concepts 
of the text as a whole.

The student:
i. responds in detail and appropriately to simple short phrases and basic 

information in spoken and/or written and/or visual text
ii. interacts confidently in simple and rehearsed exchanges, using verbal 

and non-verbal language
iii. uses basic phrases effectively to communicate ideas, feelings and 

information on a variety of aspects of everyday topics
iv. communicates with an excellent sense of audience.

The student:
i. writes/speaks effectively using a basic range of vocabulary, grammatical 

structures and conventions accurately; when speaking, uses clear 
pronunciation and excellent intonation, making communication easy

ii. organizes basic information clearly and uses a range of basic cohesive 
devices accurately

iii. uses language effectively to suit the context.

In the MYP, subject group objectives correspond to assessment criteria. Each criterion has eight possible achievement 
levels (1–8), divided into four bands that generally represent:

limited (1–2); adequate (3–4); substantial (5–6); and excellent (7–8) performance. 

 

The scores for each of the four criteria 
are added together and a final Grade 
is awarded.
 

Grading
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

1-5 6-9 10-14 15-18 19-23 24-27 28-32


